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DISCLOSING INTERESTS

There are now 2 types of interests:
'Disclosable pecuniary interests' and 'other disclosable interests'

WHAT IS A 'DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST' (DPI)?

 Any employment, office, trade or vocation carried on for profit or gain 
 Sponsorship by a 3rd party of your member or election expenses
 Any contract for goods, services or works between the Council and you, a firm where 

you are a partner/director, or company in which you hold shares
 Interests in land in Worcestershire (including licence to occupy for a month or longer)
 Shares etc (with either a total nominal value above £25,000 or 1% of the total issued 

share capital) in companies with a place of business or land in Worcestershire.

      NB Your DPIs include the interests of your spouse/partner as well as you

WHAT MUST I DO WITH A DPI?
 Register it within 28 days and 
 Declare it where you have a DPI in a matter at a particular meeting 

- you must not participate and you must withdraw.
      NB It is a criminal offence to participate in matters in which you have a DPI

WHAT ABOUT 'OTHER DISCLOSABLE INTERESTS'?
 No need to register them but
 You must declare them at a particular meeting where:

 You/your family/person or body with whom you are associated have 
a pecuniary interest in or close connection with the matter under discussion.

WHAT ABOUT MEMBERSHIP OF ANOTHER AUTHORITY OR PUBLIC BODY?
You will not normally even need to declare this as an interest. The only exception is where the 
conflict of interest is so significant it is seen as likely to prejudice your judgement of the public 
interest.

DO I HAVE TO WITHDRAW IF I HAVE A DISCLOSABLE INTEREST WHICH ISN'T A DPI?
Not normally. You must withdraw only if it:

 affects your pecuniary interests OR 
relates to a planning or regulatory matter

 AND it is seen as likely to prejudice your judgement of the public interest.

DON'T FORGET
 If you have a disclosable interest at a meeting you must disclose both its existence 

and nature – 'as noted/recorded' is insufficient   
 Declarations must relate to specific business on the agenda 

- General scattergun declarations are not needed and achieve little
 Breaches of most of the DPI provisions are now criminal offences which may be 

referred to the police which can on conviction by a court lead to fines up to £5,000 
and disqualification up to 5 years

  Formal dispensation in respect of interests can be sought in appropriate cases.

Simon Mallinson Head of Legal and Democratic Services July 2012       WCC/SPM summary/f
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AGENDA ITEM 6

CORPORATE AND COMMUNITIES OVERVIEW AND 
SCRUTINY PANEL
18 MARCH 2019

ORGANISATIONAL REDESIGN PROGRAMME UPDATE
Summary

1. The Corporate and Communities Overview and Scrutiny Panel will receive an 
update of the Council's Organisational Redesign Programme.

2. The Cabinet Member with Responsibility for Transformation and Commissioning 
has been invited to the meeting. 

Background

3.  On 12 September 2019, the Council received a report regarding the 
Organisational Redesign Programme. This report set out the organisation design 
principles, revised Directorate structure and corresponding tier 2 and 3 management 
posts and responsibilities. 

4. As also stated in the report a programme of work was developed to progress the 
following:

 Total Reward offer
 Approach to recognising technical versus management roles
 Creating a culture of performance and productivity
 Where we work from
 How we engage with our residents and service users, in particular our

digital capacity and capability, and
 Standardising the way we work

5. The Total Reward offer and digital engagement are being progressed as separate 
projects are not included in this report. 

6. This report provides an update on progress on the other activities that form the 
Organisational Redesign Programme.

What has been achieved since September 2019?

7. Realignment of the Directorate structure and recruitment to tiers 2 and 3 is now 
completed. The outcome of this is that all posts with the Senior Leadership Team 
and Chief Officers Group have been appointed to with external appointments having 
agreed start dates.
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8. A programme has been established that is sponsored by the Chief Executive. 
The Strategic Director of Commercial and Change is the deputy project sponsor and 
is responsible for the day to day management of the programme.

9. The Council has engaged two external organisations to support the programme 
as follows:

 Cipfa Co  - Organisation Transformation Support
 Peopletoo – Adult Social Care Review

(Details are provided in the next section of this report) 

What is the current phase of the Organisational Redesign Programme?

10. The current phase of the programme is to implement the changes needed to 
how the Council operates based on the principles that were agreed in September 
2019 of:

a) One Worcestershire
b) Organisation Design
c) Workforce Support
d) Customer Focus
e) Demand Management and Standardisation.

11. Further details of these are included in Appendix 1.

12. The programme is divided into two workstreams:
i) Council Transformation Programme
ii) Adult Social Care Review

What is the Council's Transformation Programme?

13. The Council has engaged C.Co Ltd (a subsidiary of CIPFA) to undertake a 
programme of activities to transform how the Council operates, embed new ways of 
working and establish a permanent transformation capability to support future 
change management.

14. The key deliverables of this work are to:
 Measure the baseline performance and productivity of the organisation
 Produce the Transformation Strategy
 Develop transformation capability
 Develop officer governance and decision making process
 Implement a new model of Business Support 
 Review the 2020/21 budget savings proposals

15. The programme started in January 2020 and is planned to complete in August 
2020.

16. A series of projects is also being developed which will be delivered during 
2020/21 by the new Transformation Team when established. 
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What is the Adult Social Care Review?

17. Peopletoo have been engaged to review the current adult social care operating 
model and to provide a forecast of future demand. 

18. The key deliverables of this work are:
 Review the current operating model and provide an understanding of future 

demand and cost for adult social care
 Key principles to align transformation work to
 An assessment of demand management and efficiencies that could be 

achieved through adoption of the principles
 Review of current plans and initiatives
 Assessment of current in-house provider services
 Assessment of the external market capabilities and capacity
 Assessment of social work practice and capacity

19. The programme started in February 2020 and is planned to complete in April 
2020.

20. The work is primarily a review of the current operation and performance. It is 
anticipated that the outcome will be recommendations of a programme of 
transformation projects to implement new ways of working.

Conclusion

21. This report provides an overview of the activities that are currently ongoing and 
will continue in 2020/21 to deliver organisational redesign and embed the principles 
to transform how the Council operates in a more effective and efficient way. 

22. The programme will establish a capacity and capability within the Council to 
support the ongoing transformation needed to respond to the challenges and 
changes in the future.

Purpose of the Meeting

23. The Corporate and Communities Overview and Scrutiny Panel is asked to:
 Consider the information in the update
 Determine whether it would wish to carry out any further Scrutiny, and
 Agree whether it would wish to make any comments to the Cabinet Member 

with Responsibility for Transformation and Commissioning.

Supporting Papers

 Appendix 1 – Organisation Design Principles
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Contact Points

Andy Moran, Commercial Consultant
Email: amoran@worcestershire.gov.uk

Alison Spall/Samantha Morris, Overview and Scrutiny Officers, Tel: 01905 846607/ 
844963
Email: scrutiny@worcestershire.gov.uk

Background Papers

In the opinion of the proper officer, in this case the Democratic Governance and Scrutiny 
Manager (Interim Monitoring Officer), the background papers relating to the subject 
matter of this report:

Agenda and minutes of the Council on 12 September 2019 (Agenda item 5 (a) Reports 
of Cabinet - Matters which require a decision - Organisational Redesign Programme)

All agendas and minutes are available on the Council's website here.
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Appendix 1 – Organisation Design Principles

a) One Worcestershire
i. We will demonstrate a “One Worcestershire” approach – across Council 
departments and with our partners to provide effective and efficient services 
across the county.
ii. We will be business-like in how we speak and how we operate.
iii. We will be fast followers of best practice and innovation.

b) Organisation Design
i. Our structures will support the future governance arrangements of the Council, 
allowing chief officers and members to make clear and effective decisions to 
support our strategy.
ii. Our structures will be clearly arranged around the delivery of corporate 
priorities.
iii. Structures will be affordable and meet future savings parameters 
collaboratively.
iv. We will ensure that all structural decisions are evidence based and designed 
against demand.
v. We will take a whole systems approach to designing our new structures, 
ensuring everything we do creates value.
vi. Our structures will have spans of control which are appropriate to the services 
being delivered. The levels/tiers within the organisation will be based on 
contribution and will not exceed 6 layers of contribution.
vii. Our structures will provide a platform for continued change and development.

c) Workforce Support
i. We will invest in our workforce to ensure we have the right people in the right 
roles for our future organisation.
ii. We will have a professional, enabled and flexible workforce that uses 
intelligence and insight to respond to changes in demand.
iii. We will ensure we have modern and competitive people policies, practices and 
structures to attract and retain the right talent.

d) Customer Focus
i. We will only undertake activity that adds value to the customer allowing our 
resources to be focused on those who truly need it.
ii. We will be structured around community need rather than Council function, 
ensuring those with common goals work together.

e) Demand Management and Standardisation
i. We will adopt and encourage standardised and minimal processes and group 
common functions into a central structure.
ii. We will manage demand for services, adopting modern technology to deliver a 
digital by default approach to support customers to do more themselves.
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